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to walk through fire, or to eat, and thus entomb in a
living sepulchre, pieces of his own flesh. Torture
of this sort has been borne by not a few of the
Fathers of the Society. Moreover, they prolong
this torment throughout many days, and, in order
that the poor victim may undergo fresh trials, inter-
mit it for some time, until his vitality is entirely ex-
hausted and he perishes. Then they tear the heart
from the breast, roast it upon the coals, and, if the
prisoner has bravely borne the bitterness of the
torture, give it, seasoned with blood, to the boys, to
be greedily eaten, in order, as they say, that the
warlike youth may imbibe the heroic strength of
the valiant man. The prisoner who has beheld and
endured stake, knives and wounds with an unchang-
ing countenance, who has not groaned, who with
laughter and song has ridiculed his tormentors, is
praised; for they think that to sing amid so many
deaths is great and noble. So they themselves com-
pose songs long beforehand, in order that they may
repeat them if they should by chance be captured.
The rest of the crowd consume the corpse in a brutal
feast. The chief reserves for himself the scalp as a
sign of victory, a trophy of cruelty.



